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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1,3,4,6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US 3195508 (herein 508) in view of US 4324202 on form PTO-1449 (herein 202). 

For claim 1 , 508 discloses a game feeder comprising: a feed storage container 
21 having an outlet 26; a feed dispenser 35 (see also fig. 3) dispensing feed from the 
outlet of the feed storage container; and a support structure 31 detachably supporting 
the feed storage container above the ground. However, 508 lacks a collapsible feed 
storage container. 202 teaches an animal feeder in which the feed storage container is 
collapsible (see fig. 6). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to have the feed storage container of 508 be 
collapsible as taught by 202 in order to allow for easier storage and transport. 

For claim 3, in addition to the above, 202 teaches the feed storage container 
further comprises a plurality of panels (as shown in fig. 6). Therefore, the combination of 
508 as modified by 202 teaches a plurality of panels for the container. 

For claim 4, in addition to the above, 202 teaches the feed storage container 
further comprises: a plurality of detachable sides; a bottom having an outlet; and an 
internal trough directing feed within the feed storage container to the outlet (see figs. 2 
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& 6, internal trough is in the area of ref. 30 in fig. 2). Therefore, the combination of 508 
as modified by 202 teaches the feed storage container with the features as described 
above. 

For claim 6, 508 as modified by 202 (emphasis on 508) further teaches the 
support structure further comprises a plurality of detachable legs 31 (see col. 2, lines 
43-47). 

3. Claims 2 & 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
508 as modified by 202 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of US 4997284 
(herein 284). 

For claim 2, 508 as modified by 202 lacks a teaching of a food stand. 284 
teaches a support structural 9 for a hopper 21 , in which the structure comprises a foot 
stand 34. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to employ a foot stand as taught by 284 on the support 
structure of 508 as modified by 202 in order to allow a user to stand on the foot stand to 
fill feed into the container. 

For claim 5, 508 as modified by 202 (emphasis on 508) teaches a lid 22 but not a 
hinged lid. In addition to the above, 284 teaches a hinged lid 32 to close or open a fill 
opening on top of the hopper. It would have been an obvious substitution of functional 
equivalent to substitute the lid of 508 as modified by 202 (emphasis on 508) with a 
hinged lid as taught by 284, since both types of lid would allow a user to open and/or 
close an opening on the hopper. 
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4. Claims 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
3195508 (herein 508) in view of US 4324202 on form PTO-1449 (herein 202) and US 
4997284 (herein 284). 

For claim 7, 508 discloses a game feeder comprising: a feed storage container 
21 having an outlet 26; a feed dispenser 35 (see also fig. 3) attachable at the outlet of 
the feed storage container; and a support structure 31 detachably supporting the feed 
storage container above the ground and having detachable legs (col. 2, lines 43-46). 
However, 508 lacks a collapsible feed storage container formed from a plurality of 
panels that can be disassembled from one another; and a foot platform. 

202 teaches an animal feeder in which the feed storage container is collapsible 
and formed from a plurality of panels that can be disassembled from one another (see 
fig. 6). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have the feed storage container of 508 be collapsible as taught 
by 202 in order to allow for easier storage and transport. 

284 teaches a support structured for a hopper 21 , in which the structure 
comprises a foot stand 34. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to employ a foot stand as taught by 284 on 
the support structure of 508 in order to allow a user to stand on the foot stand to fill feed 
into the container. 

For claim 8, in addition to the above, 284 further teaches the support structure 
comprises a plurality of steps forming a ladder 33. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to employ a plurality of 
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steps forming a ladder as taught by 284 on the support structure of 508 as modified by 
202 & 284 (as explained above) in order to allow a user to climb to the top of the hopper 
for feed refill. 

For claim 9, in addition to the above, 202 further teaches removable trough 
panels forming a chute within the feed storage container to direct feed to the outlet (see 
figs. 2 & 6, internal trough is in the area of ref. 30 in fig. 2). Therefore, the combination 
of 508 as modified by 202 & 284 teaches the feed storage container with the features as 
described above. 

5. Claims 10,12-15,17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US 3195508 (herein 508) in view of US 4997284 (herein 284). 

For claim 10, 508 discloses a game feeder comprising a feed storage container 
21 having an outlet 26; a feed dispenser 35 (see also fig. 3) attachable at the outlet of 
the feed storage container; and a support structure 31 detachably supporting the feed 
storage container above the ground and having feeder brackets (at ref. 32) removably 
attachable to the feed storage container, and at least one leg removably attachable to 
the feeder brackets and supporting the feed storage container, however, 508 lacks a 
foot platform; and a ladder extension removably attachable to the feeder brackets, 
supporting the foot platform and feed storage container. 

284, as mentioned above, teaches a foot platform 34 and a ladder extension 33. 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ a foot platform and a ladder extension as taught by 284 
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on the support structure of 508 in order to allow a user a place to stand on and climbed 
onto the top of the hopper for refilling feed or the like. 

508 as modified by 284 does not specifically teaches the ladder extension being 
attached to the feeder brackets. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to attach the ladder extension (as taught 
by 284) to the brackets (as taught by 508) so as to provide the best point of attachment 
to support the hopper. 

For claim 12, 508 teaches a lid 22 but not a hinged lid. In addition to the above, 
284 teaches a hinged lid 32 to close or open a fill opening on top of the hopper. It would 
have been an obvious substitution of functional equivalent to substitute the lid of 508 as 
modified by 284 (emphasis on 508) with a hinged lid as taught by 284, since both types 
of lid would allow a user to open and/or close an opening on the hopper. 

For claim 13, in addition to the above, the ladder extension of 508 as modified by 
284 (emphasis on 284) comprises a series of steps 33. 

For claim 14, in addition to the above, 284 teaches a brace (right under ref. 34 in 
fig. 5) extending between a leg and the ladder extension (see fig. 5, between refs. 98 
and 19 is the ladder extension and legs) to support the foot platform. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
employ a brace as taught by 284 on the support structure of 508 as modified by 284 in 
order to further secure and support the foot stand on the structure. 

For claim 15, 508 discloses a game feeder comprising a feed storage container 
21 having an outlet 26; a feed dispenser 35 (see also fig. 3) attachable at the outlet of 
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the feed storage container; and a support structure 31 detachably supporting the feed 
storage container above the ground and having feeder brackets (at ref. 32) removably 
attachable to the feed storage container. However, 508 lacks a ladder extension 
removably attachable to the feeder brackets having a plurality of vertical members 
forming front legs and at least one step extending between the vertical members; a foot 
platform extending horizontally across the front legs above the steps; and a plurality of 
rear legs removably attachable to the feeder brackets. 

In addition to the above, 284 teaches a ladder extension (fig. 5 between refs. 98 
and 19 is the ladder extension) having a plurality of vertical members forming front legs 
and at least one step 33 extending between the vertical members; a foot platform 34 
extending horizontally across the front legs above the steps; and a plurality of rear legs 
(see fig. 5). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to employ a ladder extension having a plurality of vertical 
members forming front legs and at least one step extending between the vertical 
members; a foot platform extending horizontally across the front legs above the steps; 
and a plurality of rear legs as taught by 284 on the support structure of 508 in order to 
allow a user to a place to stand on and climbed onto the top of the hopper for refilling 
feed or the like. 

508 as modified by 284 does not specifically teaches the ladder extension being 
attached to the feeder brackets. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to attach the ladder extension (as taught 
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by 284) to the brackets (as taught by 508) so as to provide the best point of attachment 
to support the hopper. 

For claim 17, 508 teaches a lid 22 but not a hinged lid. In addition to the above, 
284 teaches a hinged lid 32 to close or open a fill opening on top of the hopper. It would 
have been an obvious substitution of functional equivalent to substitute the lid of 508 as 
modified by 284 (emphasis on 508) with a hinged lid as taught by 284, since both types 
of lid would allow a user to open and/or close an opening on the hopper. 
6. Claims 11,16 & 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over 508 as modified by 284 as applied to claim 10 above, and further in view of US 
4324202 (as above and herein 202). 

For claims 11 & 16, 202 teaches a feed storage container further comprises: a 
plurality of detachable sides; a bottom having an outlet; and an internal trough directing 
feed within the feed storage container to the outlet (see figs. 2 & 6, internal trough is in 
the area of ref. 30 in fig. 2). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to employ a feed storage container with the 
features as listed above of 202 in place of the feed storage container of 508 as modified 
by 284 in order to allow the container to be collapsible for easy storage and transport. 

For claim 18, in addition to the above, 202 further teaches removable trough 
panels forming a chute within the feed storage container to direct feed to the outlet (see 
figs. 2 & 6, internal trough is in the area of ref. 30 in fig. 2). Therefore, the combination 
of 508 as modified by 284 & 202 teaches the feed storage container with the features as 
described above. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Son T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0765. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Peter Poon, can be reached at (703) 308-2574. Any inquiry of a 
general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to Customer Service at (703) 872-9325. The official fax number is 703-872- 
9306. 




Son T. Nguyen 

Primary Examiner, GAU 3643 

March 24, 2004 



